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The year is 2061...
...and Halley’s Comet is about to soar over 

the sleepy town of Centuryville. Things have 
changed in the last 76 years since the comet 
last appeared, but Halley’s is known for making 
magical things happen when it shows up (like 
the birth of Mark Twain!). Centuryville NEEDS 
some change and a little magic. The town has 
been divided by the wealthy 
and the not-so-wealthy, 
causing a great divide to 
form. Those who are under-
privileged are unhappy, but 
too afraid to speak out. That 
is, until some visitors from 
the sky show up, and shake 
the whole system, forcing ev-
eryone in the town to take a 
hard look at themselves and 
the town they call home.
Danville Light Opera is proud to announce 

“The Return of Halley’s Comet,” by our fa-
vorite children’s musical playwright, An-
drea Green. 
Once again, our show is not just about putting 

on a cute kids’ show (although these kids are 
adorable!). Our cast and production team are 
working hard to put on a show that makes peo-
ple walk away wanting to BE BETTER. To cre-
ate change in our community, and give back.  

Because when we all work together, amazing 
things can happen. Our world becomes a friend-
lier, gentler place.  
“The Return of Halley’s Comet” will premiere at 

Bremer Auditorium July 26, 27, and 28. We ask 
that all audience members bring a non-perishable 
item and help us collect desperately needed sup-

plies for the YFRC Women’s 
Shelter (especially toiletries, 
diapers and wipes). You may 
also drop off items Sundays, 
Tuesdays, and Thursdays 
between 6-8pm at our Center 
Stage rehearsal space. Work-
ing together begins today!!! 
We thank the community at 

large for its amazing support, 
and we cannot wait to see 
you at the show! 

Charlie Hester, Director
Drake Taylor, Assistant Director
Chris Huffman, Music Director

Performances: 
July 26th, 7:30 pm
July 27th, 7:30 pm
July 28th, 2:00 pm
DACC Bremer Auditorium. 
(Doors open 30 minutes prior to shows.)  
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DLO SEASON TICKETS FOR THE 2013-2014 SEASON ARE AVAILABLE NOW! GET YOURS TODAY!

FALL 2013
RENT, a Pulitzer Prize winning mu-
sical with a wonderful and vibrant 
score, transformed Broadway by 

bringing together a community of all 
ages to celebrate every single minute of 

life, even in the face of adversity.  DLO is 
now taking responsibility to do the same.  Directors Jesse Pierce, Mar-
ty Lindvahl and Belinda Smith are honored to collaborate with heart, 
passion and love to create and strengthen our community through the 
power of theatre. 
AUDITION DETAILS:
August 24th - 3 pm - Laura Lee Fellowship Hall
August 25th - 3 pm - Laura Lee Fellowship Hall
• Auditions begin promptly at 3pm. Expect to stay one to three hours.
• You must be 17 years old to audition; NO exceptions.
• To audition, prepare to sing 24 bars (30 seconds) of a pop/rock song 
a capella. (Absolutly NO musical theatre selections or songs from the 
show)
RENT is about community. Reaching out to communities of color, re-
moving barriers, and emphasizing inclusion is our attempt, in the spirit 
of RENT, of moving beyond creating productions to creating social 
change.
DINNER THEATER 2014
February 2014 brings a show that started 
in the movie theater.  Now, with some 
amazing music by Dolly Parton, the tale of 
the office at Consolidated, the gossip and 
the victorious battle, you’ll have a hoot of 
a good time, with good music and lots of 
shenanigans.  Production planning is al-
ready underway to bring you a quality-filled, laughter-enriched, 
dancing good time!
SPRING 2014
On the big screen in 2013, this show is a beloved tale that every-
one will enjoy.  Due to licensing agreements, we cannot reveal 
the title until August.  (Watch for news then.)  Unbelievable mu-
sic, and DLO’s first of hopefully many collaborations with DACC.  

We are joining forces to bring this classic 
to life on the stage.  Already in the plan-
ning stages, this will be the perfect closer 
to our season, Back to the Stage.

Board of Directors

DLO is pleased to welcome three new members to our board 
of directors.  Jennifer Dixson, Lisa Richter and Paul Strain are 
joining the board.  We hope and expect great contributions 
from these new members.  Thank you for making such wise 
choices in your voting.  We also retained Jenny Taylor and 
Chelsea Zych, who will serve another term on the board.  

Our thanks go to our board members leaving this term, we 
could not have grown and brought DLO to the place it has 
reached without you.  

Thank you Jeanne Dunn for your vision, your willingness to 
get involved and your positive attitude.  They will be missed.

Thank you Tom Fricke for all your hard work keeping the 
finances in line and keeping the show moving.  While we know 
you will continue your involvement, you will be missed.

Thank you Brad T. Smith for your support and contributions.  
They were very much appreciated.

Our new board is comprised of: Jennifer Dixson, Gary Lick-
fett, Ron McDaniel, Heather Miyagi, Brian Morris, Andrew Pe-
ters, Lisa Richter, Jenny Taylor, Rick Welchans, Susie Willard, 
and Chelsea Zych.

“Transitions” might be a good title 
for my ramblings this time, inas-
much as many of us in the DLO 
organization find ourselves in ex-
actly that state.  Some leaving the 
board—others joining; some leav-
ing office—others assuming these 
new responsibilities.  Rather like a 
graduation, perhaps, albeit with 

fewer long term consequences. 
To those leaving the board or their office, we say thank you for 

volunteering your time and talent.  To those coming aboard, we 
say bring your time, your talent, and your desire to serve, as 
volunteers are the lifeblood of our organization.   

Our patrons and friends will see significant transitions in other 
aspects of DLO as well.  Our upcoming season (and our col-
laboration with DACC in the spring) will be our best ever.  It is 
hoped that the new logo will better reflect our image as a musi-
cal theater company.  We are at work streamlining our ticketing 
system, so that folks who find it convenient to purchase tickets 
electronically will be able to do so.  We are looking for ways to 

redesign our website that will give it a more contemporary feel. 
Finally, I will be one of those leaving office.  Rick Welchans will 

become president for the coming season, and will bring significant 
expertise to that office.  Having been freed of that office’s adminis-
trative responsibilities, I will be pleased to concentrate on set build-
ing, which, as I’ve told the board more than once, is really all I ever 
wanted to do, anyway.  

Some Final 

Presidential Thoughts



UPcoming EvEnts

JULY
DLO Youth Musical 

RETURN OF HALLEY’S COMET
Beef House Dinner Theatre

SEUSSICAL - Theatre for Young Audiences
BUDDY

ALWAYS...PATSY CLINE

AUGUST
Beef House Dinner Theatre

SEUSSICAL - Theatre for Young Audiences
BUDDY

ALWAYS...PATSY CLINE 

OCTOBER
Red Mask Children’s Show

Danville Symphony
DLO - RENT

NOVEMBER
Red Mask 
SLY FOx

Presence USMC 
FESTIVAL OF TREES

DECEMBER
Danville Municipal Band

Danville Symphony

FEBRUARY
DLO Dinner Theatre

9 to 5
Red Mask

I BET YOUR LIFE

MARCH
Danville Symphony

DLO Fundraiser

APRIL
Red Mask

AMATEURS

MAY
DLO - T.B.A.

Red Mask Children’s Show
Danville Symphony

thE ARts in
vERmilion coUnty

hAs somEthing 
FoR yoU

sUPPoRt thE ARts!

ARts in thE 
vERmilion coUnty AREA 

this sEAson

Danville Light Opera is proud to an-
nounce we have adopted a new logo and 
a new name.  

Our new logo, as seen above, is red and 
black and has a clean look that we can 
identify with.  We have retired our previous 
logo.  It has served us well, and we thank 
the visionaries who brought it to DLO way 
back when.

Thank you for 
serving us well.

Our new name: DLO Musical Theatre, 
helps people know who we are without 
knowing what the D, L and O stand for.  

For our long-time supporters and friends, 
it is Danville Light Opera, and may always 
be - and that is more than OK. Often, those 
who do not know what we do believe that we 
are going to perform opera and that keeps 

them away from our box office and from truly 
enjoyable musical entertainment.

We have been using the abbreviation DLO 
for years, and this is just a natural evolution 
to update our image.

This is not the end of our upcoming chang-
es and improvements.  We are updating our 
website.  We are adding online ticketing to 

our box office.  Shortly, you will be 
able to buy your tickets and mem-
berships, choose your seats and 
more through our website.  

We are also going to begin a pro-
duction blog.  You will be able to keep track 
of our progress and get involved with the 
shows before performances.  This is a key, 
intriguing insight into the world of community 
theatre that you won’t want to miss.  

Go to www.danvillelightopera.com 
to find more information 

about DLO Musical Theatre.

Thank You and Well Done!

To the cast and crew of our fantastic spring show this past 
April.  DLO was delighted to have such a talented cast 
and production team who brought a truly profession-
al-level performance to the Danville arts community.  
Thank you, our faithful patrons, for supporting the arts 
in Vermilion County.  We strive to bring you more of 
the same high quality each and every production!  If 
you missed it, wait till next season to see what DLO is 
up to.  We are excited and already planning all three 
shows—a season you definitely should not miss!

A New Look for 
Danville Light 
Opera



Name(s) on ticket(s) ____________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
Phone # (______)  _______  -  __________
Mail order form and payment to:        Box Office (217)431-1660
DLO, PO BOX 264, DANVILLE IL 61834          
Include a self-addressed, stamped envelope for ticket delivery.

DLO now accepts credit card payments 
with an additional $1 convenience 

charge per ticket.

Name on card:

Card #:

Expiration Date:

Security Code (from back):

Billing Address (Street, City, St. ZIP):

Your Signature:

Something’s Cooking at THE SPITFIRE GRILL
  Most of you have probably never heard of this musical theater gem, 
which to me may be the best reason of all to come see Danville Light 
Opera’s production of THE SPITFIRE GRILL. You may find your musical 
theater horizons broadened in an old rustic restaurant set in the northern 
woods of Wisconsin. 

  It isn’t a fancy show. The cast is small. The set 
doesn’t change. There are no huge dance numbers. There is very 

little fantasy and a lot of keeping things real. It’s the story of a young 
parolee who finds a photo in an old travel magazine that inspires her 

decision about where to start anew. It’s the story of an old woman with 
a deep wound and a dark secret. It is stories of a marriage being torn 
apart by personal and economic challenges, of a stranger in the woods, 
of a young man who wants to be anywhere but where he is now, and a 
woman who has always avoided connecting with those around her. But mostly, it’s the 
story of how this young parolee plants a seed of hope in Gilead and how it grows and 
touches those around her. It is a story of redemption.

  Oh, yes, there is a little dancing, powerful dialogue, a bit of a love 
story (for those who looking for a great Valentine’s date), and lots of 
singing! There is a folk/bluegrass flavor to the music, and every mem-
ber of this talented cast will impress you with their poignant, joyful, 
tender, powerful and fun songs.

  If this isn’t enough to pique your curiosity, then this partial list 
of nominations and awards for professional productions of THE 
SPITFIRE GRILL just might:
The New York/Off-Broadway production received an Outer Critics Circle Award 
nomination for Best Off-Broadway Musical, a Drama League Award nomina-
tion for Best Off-Broadway Musical and was nominated for two Drama Desk 
Awards: Outstanding Actress in a Musical (Garrett Long) and Outstanding 
Featured Actress in a Musical (Liz Callaway). The Washington D.C. produc-
tion received 2 Helen Hayes Award nominations. The Los Angeles pro-
duction received a Dramalogue Award nomination for Best Musical. The 
Laguna production won the O.C. Award for Best Musical. The Chicago 
production received 3 Joseph Jefferson Award nominations. 
  Please join us for an excellent dinner (or a fabulous, bountiful brunch on 
Saturday) and a simple, but stunning musical theater experience.

Jeanne Dunn, director
Performances are:
February 12th, 6:30 pm, 
February 13th, 11:30 am  & 6:30 pm 
February14th, 12:30 pm 
at the DACC’s Bremer Auditorium.

  See page 3 for a complete cast list and the back page for 
ticket prices, box office hours and an order form.

Box Office Hours
for Season Members only
Sunday, Jan. 24th - 2pm-4pm
Monday, Jan. 25th - 6pm-8pm

Box Office Hours
for Members & General Public

Sunday, Jan. 31st - 2pm-4pm
Monday, Feb. 1st - 6pm-8pm

Sunday, Feb. 7th - 2pm-4pm
Monday, Feb. 8th - 6pm-8pm
Tuesday, Feb. 9th - 6pm-8pm
Wednesday, Feb. 10th - 6pm-8pm

Location: Village Mall, Danville
Box office phone # 431-1660.

Ask us about our 
group discount!

SEASON MEMBERS TICKET PURCHASES (check one)

GENERAL PUBLIC TICKET PURCHASES (check one)

DLO DOLLAR PURCHASES

#____ tickets for Friday, February 12th at 6:30 pm
#____ tickets for Saturday, February 13th at 11:30 am
#____ tickets for Saturday, February 13th at 6:30 pm
#____ tickets for Sunday, February 14th at 12:30 pm
Names(s) on membership(s):____________________________

#____ tickets for Friday, February 12th at 6:30 pm
#____ tickets for Saturday, February 13th at 11:30 am
#____ tickets for Saturday, February 13th at 6:30 pm
#____ tickets for Sunday, February 14th at 12:30 pm
   #____ Adult tickets @ $32 = $_______
   #____ Student tickets @ $24 = $_______ (with Student ID)
     Total ticket purchase due = $_______

#____ DLO Dollars  @ $20 = $_______

      Total due = $_______

Name(s) on ticket(s) ____________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
Phone # (______)  _______  -  __________

Make Checks 
Payable to: DLO

Mail order form and payment to:        Box Office (217)431-1660
DLO, PO BOX 264, DANVILLE IL 61834          
Include a self-addressed, stamped envelope for ticket delivery.

                         
Box Office                              
   Hours

We are so sorry!  THERE ARE 
NO BOX OFFICE HOURS FOR OUR 
SUMMER YOUTH MUSICAL.

You can purchase tickets in advance 
at one of our supporting businesses:
BC Collectibles in the Village Mall
Java Hut, 13 N. Vermilion St. 
First Savings Bank, 6 W. Williams St.
or

At the theater door 
30 minutes before performances

Ticket Prices:
Adults-$7 Students-$5
2012-13 DLO Subscrip-
tion holders - FREE!

2013-2014 DLO Season Subscription

#____ DLO Season Tickets @ $55 = $_______
      Total due = $_______

Make Checks 
Payable to: DLO

It’s time to get your 2013-2014 season tickets!  
Our season members have great benefits.  Did 
you know that you save $22 on tickets to all four 
of our shows by buying a season membership?  
(This includes your free seat at our youth musi-
cal each summer.)  Did you know that you can 
reserve your seat before anyone else when you 
have a membership?  Did you know that, as a 
member, you get to vote on the board of directors 
who lead the organization?  Order your member-
ship now, so you can get the best seat in the house for one of our best seasons 
yet to come!


